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been mentioned. This was a piece of local
patriotism, typical of the sort of issues which
were the stuff of politics in the frontier states.
For the rest he was evidently popular and in-
fluential in his party, for they nominated him in
1838 and 1840 as their candidate for the speaker-
ship of the House of Representatives, a post
occupied by a party leader in an American legis-
lature and not that of impartial chairman as in
the House of Commons. He was not elected, of
course, as his party were in a minority. But his
nomination meant that he was the leading Whig
in the House.

There was one issue with which Lincoln was
concerned at this time which deserves special
mention because it falls into a different category.
Not that what he did altered the course of events
in his state at the time, but the attitude he took
has a significance for the future. The issue arose
out of the slavery question. On January i, 1831,
William Lloyd Garrison had produced the first
number of The Liberator, an anti-slavery news-
paper. A year later he founded the New England
Anti-Slavery Society, the first society in America
to advocate and work for the immediate aboli-
tion of slavery. From this time the abolition
movement gained in strength and the formation
of Abolition Societies spread among the states,
The activities of the Abolitionists aroused the
most violent passions. They themselves spoke in
unreserved language against slavery and slave-
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